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Summary of Projects Recommended for Access & Habitat Funding  
The Access and Habitat (A&H) Board met January 18, 2022 via MS Teams to review projects 
recommended for funding by A&H Regional Councils (Councils). A project must receive at least 
four supporting votes from the Board to be recommended for funding through the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission. A brief description of the funding requested, access and habitat 
benefits provided, as well as Council and Board votes follows. The A&H Board recommends 
funding the following two projects: 
 
Manulife Forest Management Northeast Access          
 

• Open Fields Funds:  $843,750 
• A&H Funds:  $93,750  
• Cost per Acre:  $1.25 per acre each year  
• Total Project Cost:  $937,500 ($312,500 per year) 
• Applicant:   Joe Justice, Manulife Forest Management 
•     Location:  Catherine Creek, Mt. Emily, Sled Springs, Starkey, Sumpter, 

Ukiah, Walla Walla and Wenaha WMUs 
• Access Acres:   250,000 acres on a “Welcome to Hunt” basis  
• Project Duration:  June 2022-March 2025 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 5; No: 1 

 
This is a continuation of a project started in 1995 that will provide "Welcome to Hunt" public 
access on 250,000 acres of Manulife Forest Management (MFM) lands throughout NE Oregon 
for the next three years. MFM owns land in eight Wildlife Management Units (WMU) with the 
largest portions of ownership occurring in some of the most highly desirable WMU's in all of 
Oregon. This project includes MFM ownership in the Wenaha WMU where branch bull elk 
hunting is a highly sought opportunity with many hunters waiting 19-20 years to draw a tag.  
Furthermore, their lands contribute to five Travel Management Areas (TMAs) in northeast 
Oregon, the Norgaard, Shamrock, Whisky Cr., Little Catherine Cr., and Meacham TMAs.   
 
The initial A&H application for the project included a provision for Manulife to continue and 
expand fee camping on their properties along with limiting access to day-use only with no 
dispersed camping. With MFM concurrence, the A&H Board proposed modifying the project by 
removing the fee camping provision, opening the project area to dispersed camping, agreement 
that the landowner shall not allow or issue any special permits for motorized access in the access 
area for recreational purposes, and that no additional access area rules or restrictions can be 
developed without department approval. Manulife will be compensated with an annual payment 
increase to $1.25 per acre for the proposed 250,000 minimum acres, which increased the project 
grant total to $937,500. 
 
The A&H Board recommended the project for funding on a vote of five ayes and one nay. The 
board member who opposed the project felt that the increased payment was precedent setting and 
potentially not sustainable for the A&H program.    
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Lincoln County Forest Enforcement Program        
 

• A&H Funds:  $175,000, ($35,000 per year) 
• Cost Per Acre:  $0.32 per acre each year  
• Total Project Cost:  $816,000 ($163,200 per year)  
• Applicant:   Lincoln County Solid Waste District 
• Location:   Lincoln County 
• Access Acres:   107,791 (301,486 acres total in forest enhancement patrol area)  
• Access Duration:  July 2022 - January 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 6; No: 0 

 

The Forest Enforcement Program has been constant since its start in 1994. The program provides 
law enforcement in the form of a Lincoln County Sheriff’s Deputy on private timberlands to 
prevent trespassing, illegal dumping, illicit use, road closure violations, among others.  The 
increased law enforcement presence provides an incentive to private timberland owners to 
continue to allow hunting access. Those landowners participating in the program receive 
additional law enforcement presence for allowing public access. The access for hunting is 
provided on a both a Welcome to Hunt and By Permission Basis, depending on the landowner, 
for five years. Recently, landowners are concerned over the sharp increase in the number of 
abandoned RV's on timberlands. The Forest Enforcement Program intends to expand efforts to 
reduce incidents of abandoned vehicles on timberlands to address this concern with a total of 
$40,000 dedicated for removal, testing, and disposal fees. Cooperators for the project include the 
Lincoln County Solid Waste District, Lincoln County Sheriff, and Association of Concerned 
Landowners. The deputy will coordinate cleanup activities with the Lincoln County Solid Waste 
District as required. 
 
       
 
 

 


